Kindergarten Communication Standards

Standard 1:  The student reads and comprehends text across the curriculum.

Benchmark 1: The student uses skills in alphabetics to construct meaning from text.

Indicators:

1. ▲Identifies sounds of both upper and lower case letters of the alphabet.  (Letter-sound relationships)  (I)

2. ▲Identifies names of both upper and lower case letters of the alphabet.  (I)

3. Distinguishes letters from words by recognizing that words are separated by spaces.  (I)

4. Demonstrates phonemic awareness skills by hearing and orally manipulating sounds (e.g. ▲ phoneme isolation, ▲identification, ▲categorization, blending, segmentation, deletion, addition, substitution).  (I)

5. Identifies and makes oral rhymes and begins to hear onsets and rimes (e.g., alliteration, intonation).  (I)

6. ▲Demonstrates an understanding of graphemes and phonemes (i.e. sound-symbol relationships) in written and spoken language.  (M)

Benchmark 2: The student reads fluently.

Indicators:

1. Demonstrates an understanding of concepts of print (e.g.   front-to-back, top-to-bottom, left-to-right) and begins to track print.  (I)

2. Locates periods, question marks, and exclamation points.  (I)

3. Imitates the rhythm of speech in emergent oral reading.  (I)

Benchmark 3:  The student expands vocabulary.

Indicators:

1. Reads one-syllable and often-heard words by sight. (M)  

2. Uses picture clues to identify unknown words and meanings.  (I)

Benchmark 4:  The student comprehends a variety of texts (narrative, expository, technical, and persuasive).  

Indicators:

1. Participates in discussions about narrative and expository texts read to them.  (I)

2.  Identifies and discusses title, author, illustrator, and illustrations.  (I)

3. Uses pictures, content, and prior knowledge to make predictions.  (I)

4. Responds logically to literal, inferential, and critical thinking questions before, during, and after listening to the text.  (I)

5. Uses picture clues, text, and prior knowledge to make inferences and draw conclusions.  (I)

6. Develops awareness of text structure (e.g. sequence, problem-solution).  (I)

7. Sequences 2-3 events in order. (I)

8. Compares and contrasts information in illustrations, prior knowledge, and texts read aloud.  (I)

9. Retells or plays important events and information from the text.  (I)

10. Explains the topic of a selection that has been read aloud (e.g. What is the book about?)

Standard 2:  Literature:  The student responds to a variety of text.

Benchmark 1:  The student uses literary concepts to interpret and respond to text.




Indicators:

1. Identifies and discusses character(s) in literature.  (I)

2. Identifies and talks about events in the story and why they are important.  (I)

3. Identifies and discusses problem and solution.  (I)

Benchmark 2:  The student understands the significance of literature and its contributions to various cultures.


Indicators:

1. Recognizes and discusses cultural elements in books read aloud.  (I)

Standard 3:  Writing:  The student writes effectively for a variety of audiences, purposes, and contexts.


Benchmark 1:  The student writes narrative text using the writing process.




Indicators:

1. Chooses an idea about which to draw.  (I)

2. Begins to orally communicate and/or write using personal experience.  (I)

3. Writes about one idea using pictures, letter, and words. (I)

4. Gives oral credit to an information source.  (I)

5. Participates in shared writing activities where prewriting strategies are introduced.  (I)

6. Writes left to right and top to bottom. (I)

7. Writes a complete sentence about one idea.  (I)

8. Communicates feelings through drawings and/or words.  (I)

9. Recognizes the difference between nouns, verbs and environmental print.  (I)

10. Explores the use of new words to make writing interesting.  (I)

11. Communicates a complete thought.  (I)

12. Leaves spaces between words.  (I)

13. Capitalizes the first letter of first and last names. (I)

14. Uses most consonant and vowel sounds correctly. (I)

15. Spells own name and writes most letters correctly.  (I)


Benchmark 2: The student writes expository text using the writing process.

Indicators:

1. Writes about one idea with pictures and some words. (I)

2. Writes about one idea that uses pictures, letters and words. (I)

3. Begins to orally communicate and/or write using personal experience to provide information.  (I)

4. Orally gives credit to an information source.  (I)

5. Participates in shared writing activities where prewriting strategies are introduced.  (I)

6. Writes left to right and top to bottom.  (I)

7. Communicates feelings about the topic through drawings. (I)

8. Recognizes the difference between nouns, verbs and environmental print. (I)

9. Communicates a complete thought.  (I)

10. Leaves spaces between words.  (I)

11. Capitalizes the first letter of their first and last names. (I)

12. Uses most consonant and most vowel sounds correctly.  (I)

13. Spells own name and writes most letters correctly.  (I)

Standard 4:  Research


Benchmark 1:  The student uses effective research practices.  

Indicators:

1. Discusses curriculum topics or topics of interest. (I)

2. Asks questions about a topic being studied or an area of interest. (I)

3. Recognizes, with guidance, that different formats exist.  (I)

4. Finds information, with guidance, appropriate to task (e.g. print, non-print). (I)

5. Observes the recording of relevant information.  (I)

6. Shares information.  (I)

Benchmark 2:  The student uses ethical research practices. 

Indicators:

1. Gives credit to an information source. (I)

 

Standard 5: Language Usage

Benchmark 1:  The student uses language effectively.




Indicators:

1. Properly uses periods and question marks at the end of a sentence. (I)

2. Properly capitalizes the beginning of a sentence and proper names. (I)

3. Knows the alphabet. (I)

