English Newspaper Technology Standards

Standard 1:
Proficient student will be able to apply proper journalism techniques in order to produce a quality newspaper.

Benchmark 1:  Be able to write in clear, concise, precise, and correct language.

Indicators: 

1. Know and be able to apply the basic style sheet rules, including

mechanics and standard usage. 

2. Be able to write clear sentences.

3. Be able to write in the briefest form possible and select specific words with appropriate color.

Benchmark 2:  Be able to write quality lead paragraphs.

Indicators:   

1. Be able to identify the “5 W’s” (who, what, when, where, why, how)

      in an event.

2. Be able to write a summary of the “5 W’s” with the most important

      element first, if possible.




3.   Be able to write in clear, correct, objective, and precise language.

Benchmark 3:  Be able to gather and write a variety of quality news stories.

Indicators:  

1. Be able to use basic interview skills (who to ask, preparation, note-

taking, social skills, questioning skills).

2. Be able to select ideas which are newsworthy, complete, and

appropriate to the audience.

3.   Develop news story in inverted pyramid style.

4.   Be able to write brief and focused paragraphs with key word first, if

possible.



5.   Be able to gather and use appropriate quotes and citations.

6. Be able to use sentences which are not too complex, easily and quickly

read, and correct.

Benchmark  4:  Be able to gather information and write a variety of quality feature stories.

Indicators: 

1. Be able to adapt interview skills to feature stories (color questions,

observed details and focus questions).

2. Be able to determine whether a situation has news or human interest

value and is appropriate to the audience.

3.   Be able to write an appropriate hook or lead.

      4.   Be able to apply correct order of details (inverted pyramid,

chronological, joke to punch line, logical).

5. Be able to select details and quottes for color, human interest, and

completeness.

6.   Be able to write brief and focused paragraphs.

7. Be able to write in language which reflects a controlled and fair

      subjectivity.

Benchmark 5:  Be able to write quality editorials.

Indicators:

1. Be able to use a basic three-part format with a clear and correctly

placed one-sentence thesis.

2. Be able to write clearly and briefly in a controlled and reasoned

subjective tone.

3. Be able to write an editorial which is soundly argued on the basis of

evidence, sound logic, or both.

Benchmark 6:  Understand the place of a free press in a democracy.

Indicators:

1. Know applicable parts of the constitution and significant terms such as

ethics, yellow journalism, prior restraint, libel, Freedom of Information

Act, National Security Act, etc.).

2.   Know how American legal cases have affected the free press.

Benchmark 7:  Be familiar with journalism and related fields as career options.

Indicators: 

1. Know about career options such as reporter, editor, technical writer,

public relations, advertiser, printer, broadcaster and photojournalist. 

Standard 2:  Student will become proficient at applicable technology.

Benchmark 1:  Be able to use relevant computer applications and photography equipment.

Indicators:

1. Be able to type articles in appropriate columns for proper newspaper

format.

2. Be able to take photographs and develop film while properly

maintaining equipment.

*Currently all (D)’s.
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