Eighth Grade Communication Standards

Standard 1:  The student reads and comprehends text across the curriculum.

Benchmark 1: The student reads fluently.



Indicators:

1. Students will read using conventions with the four types of reading text to improve reading fluency.  (M)

2. Students will master reading fluency using appropriate rhythm of speech in the appropriate reading text.  (M)

3. Uses knowledge of complex sentence structure to read fluently at instructional or independent reading levels.   (M)

4. uses a variety of word-recognition strategies (e.g. orthographic patterns, reading and writing text) to read fluently.  (M)

5. Adjusts reading rate to support comprehension when reading narrative, expository, technical and persuasive texts.  (D)

Benchmark 2:  The student expands vocabulary.

Indicators:

1. Uses a repertoire of context clues to determine meaning of unknown words.  (D)

2. Uses synonyms, antonyms, homophones to determine the meaning of words.  (M)

3. Locates and uses reference materials available in the classroom, school, and public libraries (e.g., dictionaries, thesauri, internet (www.dictionary.com and www.wordorigins.com) that are appropriate to the task.  (D)

4. Determines the meaning of words through structural analysis, using knowledge of ▲Greek, ▲Latin, and ▲Anglo-Saxon ▲roots, ▲prefixes, and ▲suffixes to understand complex words, including words in science, mathematics, and social studies.  

5. (Roots: agri, aud, bene, circum, corp, dict, dur, equ/equi, hydro, luna, nav, ped, psych, sci, snet/sens, sol/soli, spec, grade-appropriate base words Prefixes: ab-, im-, in-, inter-, mal-, uni-  Suffixes: -ee, -ette/-et, -ian/-ion, -ive) (M)

6. Identifies and determines the meaning of figurative language, including ▲similies, ▲methaphors, ▲analogies ▲hyperbole, ▲onomatopoeia, ▲personification, ▲idioms, ▲imagery, and ▲symbolism. (M)

7. Distinguishes word connotations and word denotations.  (D)

Benchmark 3:  The student comprehends a variety of texts (narrative, expository, technical, and persuasive.

Indicators:

1. Understands characteristics of narrative, expository, technical, and persuasive texts.  (D)

2. Understands the purpose of text features (e.g., title, graphs/charts and maps table of contents, pictures/illustrations, boldface type, italics, glossary, index, headings, subheadings, topic and summery sentences, captions, sidebars, underlining, numbered or bulleted lists) and uses such features to locate information in and to gain meaning from appropriate-level texts.  (M)

3. “Uses prior knowledge, content, and text type features to make, revise, and confirm predictions. (e.g. discussion, graphic organizers, book walk)  (D)

4. Generate and responds logically to literal, inferential, evaluating, synthesizing, and critical thinking questions before, during, and after reading the text. (D)

5. Uses information from the text to make inferences and draw conclusions. (M)

6. Analyzes how text structure (e.g., sequence, problem-solution, comparison-contrast, description, cause-effect) helps support comprehension of appropriate grade level text.  (M)

Standard 5:  Language Usage


Benchmark 1: The student uses language effectively.

Indicator:

1. Identifies all parts of speech (8) (M).

